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VINDICATION 


OF 
Lord George Sackville. 


HEN the Voice of the Publick. 
is raiſed againſt an Officer of 
Birth and Family, it is the Daty 
of every Well-wiſher of his 
King and Country to rectify 


ſuch Miſtakes as may in the Iſſue be attended 


with Conſquences not only fatal to the inno- 
cent Object of the Peoples Hatred and Re- 
ſentment, but even entail upon the King- 
dom in general a Character which it will be 
the Work of Time to eraze and obliterate. 
And thy! every Officer honoured with the 
King's Commiſſion has an equal Title to 
the Patronage of the Learned, yet when 
Birth is joined to Station, and perſonal Ac- 
compliſhments, the Oblization becomes 


B ill 
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ſtill Ain ger for cooling the Fury of Reſent- 


ment, and ſtemming the Torrent of Revenge, 
by a fair and candid Repreſentation of Ac- 
tions which through the falſe Eyes of De- 
traction appear hideous and terrible. 

On this Conſideration the Author of the 
following Narrative has undertaken the Vin- 
dication of the Right Honourable Lord 
George Sackville, who at the late Battle near 
Minden had the Command of the Right 
Wing of the Cavalry, and now ſtands con- 
demned without a Hearing in the Opinion 
of the Populace, 

To repreſent the Actions of the Moſt 
Illuſtrious and Noble Family of DorseT, 
wouid not be to the Purpoſe, as no Words 


can add Luſtre to them: Tis not with the 


Family of Dorſet we have to do, but with 
Lord George Sackville x. Every Man muſt 
ſtand or fall by his own Merit; Relationſhip 
is but a favourable Introduction to Acquain- 
tance, but a Man's Behaviour mult. be the 
Pillar of bis Preterment, and by himſelf he 
is to riſe or fall. And in this Light ſhall I 
conſider the Matter, and proceed in order. 
With all the Advantages of Birth, both 


on the Father and Mother's Side, did this ; in- 
jured Commander make his Appearance in 


the World; his Education was ample, and 
| his 
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his Diſpoſition for Letters being generous 
and free, he made a conſiderable Progreſs in 
the ſeveral Branches of ufeful and polite Lite- 
rature, and his Genius being turned to War, 
he ſoon entered his Majeſty's Service, and at 
the very firſt Battle wherein he was engaged 
his perſonal Bravery was admired not only by 
the Officers of the Army where he ſerved, 

but by his very Enemies. | 
He behaved in the laſt War with all ima- 
ginable Honour and Fidelity; he was Lieute- 
nant-Colonel in General ms Regiment 
at the Battle of Fontenoy, where he acted in 
every Reſpect ſuitable to the Nobleman and 
Soldier; he was at the Battles of Culloden and 
of Lavelt, ſtil} behaving with unblemiſh'd 
Conduct: As he did during the Expeditions 
to the Coaſt of France under the late Duke 
of Marlborough; and while he had the ſole 
Command in the [fe of Wight, *till the Ar- 
rival of his Grace, no Man was more exact 
in his Diſcipline, more regarded by the Of- 
ſicers, and better beloved by the private 
Men. l 
If then the Generoſity of his Birth, the 
Greatneſs of his Family, the Fulneis of his 
Education, the Extent of his Experience, and 
the uniform Tenure of his Practice be conſi- 
dered, it 4s highly improbable that Lord George 
would all of a ſudden break through the 
ſtrong Obligations of Duty, Intereſt, and In- 
clination to ſerve his Country on the firſt of 
— Auguſt, 


414 
Auguſt, at the Battle of Thornbauſen which 
leads me to conſider his Conduct in that 
Action, as being the Part ſo loudly com- 
plained of: And the better to underſtand 
this, we ſhall take a particular View of the 


Ground whereon this memorable Engage- 


ment happened, 

The allied Army under Prince Ferdinand 
was drawn up on a Plain two Miles to the 
South of Minden, and on the South Side of 
a Winding of the Weſer, the River which 
divides Weſtphalia from Hanover, and hav- 
ing a Village named Hille in Front of them; 
about a Mile from the Right and Left of 


the Army, and between their Lines and the 


Wefer lay two Moraſſes, diſtant from each 
other about three Quarters of a Mile: Theſe 
Moraſſes run parallel with the River; that 
to the Eaſt extended Eaſt ward ſix Quarters of 
a Mile, and that to the Weſt was but one 
Third of it: Between this laſt Moraſs and 
the Meſer was General 1, angenhetm entrenched 
with 20000 Men. 

The French Army conſiſting cf 90 ,000 


Men, was drawn up+ on both Sides of 


the Meſer, and had the Command of the 
City of Minden, over which was a Stone 
Bridge, which joins the Old and New 
Town: Marſhal C:ntades was poſted with 
his Diviſion, pext to the great Moraſs, but 
ſtretched near half a Mile beyond it. And 
on the North Side lay the Duke of Broglio; 

| between 
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between whom and Marſhal Contades A id de 
Camps were riding inceſſantly. The Duke 
thought proper in this Situation to paſs the 
Bridge at Minden, and with an exc: od 
Front to march up to attack M. Mang u 

Entrenchments with a numerous Artillery. 
The Cannonading began at Four in the 
Morning, and continued briſk till Seven; 
when it was agreed between the two French 
Commanders to give over the Attempt, and 
wheel about to face Prince Ferdinand, now 
in full March to attack them in Flank, and 
to ſuccour Wangenbeim. The great Diſpute 


was who ſhould have the Advantage of the 


Ground, for whichever of the Armies could 


be atiacked between the two Moraſſes where 


Room was wanting to extend the Lines, 
mult certainly be undone : And the Duke of 
Brigho too haſtily wheeling to the Left, 
croſſed the Paſs and brought on the Battle on 


the South Side of it. 


The allied Army conſiſting of 70,000 
Men was extended from Eaſt to Weſt in nine 
Columns; that in the Center was by far the 
longeſt and deepeſt; and it happened to be 
the Fate of Lord George to be ſtationed on the 
Right with Twenty-tour Squadrons of Horſe, 
ſome of them the fineſt Regiments in Europe. 

As the French poſſeſſed a Village on the 
South of the Moraſs where was plan'ed a 
Battery of twelve Pieces of Cannon, Pri ce 
Ferdinand wiſely ſtationed Lord Geor ge uli tle 

behind 


„ ; 
behind the Line, but to the Right of it, in or- 
der to have the more extenſive View of the 
Columns, and to ſuccour the Allies in what- 
ever Part they might give Way: By the Time 
they were formed it was ſeven o'Clock in the 
Morning and the general Engagement begun 
between the Left of the Allies, compoſed of 


the Briri/h Foot, and the Right of the French 


commanded by Broglio in Perſon: Happily 
for the former, they were oppoſite to the 
Horſe of the latter, and theſe were ſtraitened 
for Room. With all the Ardour of the an- 
cient Gauls, heated by a Deſire of preſerving 
the Reputation beſtowed all over Europe up- 
on the Gens d Armes of France, did theſe 
come on Sword in Hand upon the Britiſb 
Infantry; who, as directed, did not fire till 
they were ſo near that the Colour of the 
Eyes of the Enemy could be diſcovered : 
Thoſe that came oppoſite to General 
Kingsley's Corps, were almoſt at the Muzzle 
of the Guns of the Soldiers before they gave 
their Fire, which was ſo profos, that the 
Men and Horſes tumbled over each other, 
and a dreadful Carnage enſued ; the Britiſb 
Troops were even obliged to fall back a little, 
not ſo much by the Preſſute of the Enemy, as 


to give Room for their own Artillery to play 


upon the thickeit Squadrons of the Enemy, 
who being driven out of the Field with pro- 
digious Slaughter, retired behind their own 


Body of Reſerve, while their Infantry ad- 
vanced 
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vanced to ſupply their Station; and tho' they 
received Volleys upon Volleys from the 
Cannon and Muſquettry of the Allies, yer 
they preſſed forward, and from their Artillery 
and ſmall Arms anſwered the Fire directed 
againſt them. | 5 

In this general way, not to deſcend into 
little Incidents, did Things continue till about 
Eleven o' Clock, when the French ſounded 
a Retreat towards Minden, whether the Body 
of the Allies could not purſue them with the 
ſame Spirit as they had continued the En- 
gagement, leaſt they ſhould in their Turn 
be embarraſſed in the fame narrow Paſs be- 
tween the Morafles, which had turned out 
ſo fatal to the Enemy. 

If ſuch was the Poſition of both Armies, 
I ſhould be extreamly glad to know what 
other Part the moſt ſanguine Cenſurers of 


Lord George Sac*ille's Conduct would have 


had him to act than what he did: Would 
they have had him attack the Batfery of 
twelve Pieces of Cannon, which the French 
had erected on the South Side of the Moraſs, 
and expoſe the moſt illuſtrious Regiments in 
Europe as a Mark to ſhuot at, without Poſ- 
ſibilicy of having their Revenge? For Cavalry 
were never intended to take Forts and Bat- 
teries; Or would they have had his Lordſhip 
to have turned to the Right to fetch a Com- 
paſs about the large Moraſs, and attack the 
Enemy in Flank? The Illuſtrious Com- 

| mander 
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mander in Chief knew the French too well 
to break the Order of Battle which was ſo 


favourable for him; and had recently ſeen 


how unequal a Body of. the beſt appointed 
Cavalry was to veteran foot Regiments; add 
to this that the Ground over which they 
were to paſs was marſhy, and they muſt paſs 
two ſmall Rivulets, and a large one very 
deep and ſtony before they could come up to 
the Ground occupied by Marſhal de Contades 
before the Engagement. Or would they have 
had his Lordſhip to move from the Right at 
an hard Trott, and put them to the Trouble 


of opening from Right to Left to let them 


paſs thro' and attack the flying Enemy, who 
was now expoſed to all the Fury of the Ar- 
tillery ? Had Lord George taken fo. falſe a 
Step, the Fire of the Allies muſt have ceaſed 
frum the Moment that the Horfe got be- 
tween them and the Enemy. Nay farther; 


a regular Platoon from ſome of the French 


Infantry, might have ſent the Cavalry of the 
Allies back upon. their own Fcot Regiments 
with a Vengeance, and have gone near to 
ſnatch Victory out of their Hands. For my 
own Share, I own I cannot fee, conſidering 
the Nature of the Ground, and the Situation 
of Affairs at that Engagement, how Lord 
George could have acted a better Part than 
he has done: Nor is it at all improbable but 
a Detachment from the Enemy would have 
attacked the Allies in Flank on the Right, 
4 had 
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had they not been awed by the Reputation 
and menacing Aſpect of the different Regi- 
ments under his Lordſhip's Command. 8 

The Inniſſtilling Dragoons, fo famous thro' 
Britain and Ireland, and upon the Continent, 
from the Battle of the Boyne to this very 
Day, have had an Emulation to retain the 
high Character beſtowed upon them by the 
Duke of Scomberg, who, obſerving the noble 
Sptrit by which they were actuated, and the 


Courage and Alacrity where with they con- 


quered almoſt inſurmountable Difficulties, re- 


commended them to that conſummate Gene- 
ral in the Art of War King William the IIId. 


by whom they were formed into a Regiment, 
and denominated from the Place where the 
firſt of them were raiſed: The Immortal 
Deli verer of England and Holland, and what 
is more, of the Proteſtant Religion, ſoon 
reaped the Fruits of their Services at the Battles 
of Boyne and Agrim; and their Behaviour 
remains untainted. They were always com- 
manded by able Generals, Men of Birth, 
and what is more, Men of Courage and In- 
tegrity. Among theſe were the undaunted 
General Rt, the cool and intrepid Earl of 
Stair ; and more late than theſe, the ſaga- 
cious General Chealmondly. Is it to be ſup- 
poſed, that a Regiment of ſuch an un- 
doubted Reputation, wouid have facrificed 


all their former Laurels, and have remained 


C 8 unactive, 
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unactive, had they ſeen a Way for them to 
be employed, but eſpecially if they had ie- 


ceived Orders to advance from the Gene- 


raliſſimo? Had this been the Caſe, it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, that either the Example or 


Authority of Lord George Sachviile could 


have reſtrained them. The ſame Thing 
may be ſaid for the Regiment of Royal Scotch 
Greys: A Corps who ever fince the Time of 
their being raiſed, Anno 1666, have pre ſerved 

a Reputation which hardly can receive an 


ee Luſtre. 


The Regiment of Greys have been always 


commanded by Officers great by Biith, and 


famous by their Actions; nor ever were they 


charged with remaining idle SpeQators of a 


Battle till the firſt of Huguſt, 15 59. 

At the Battle of Mafplaquet, they rode 
thro' the thickeſt Ranks ot the Enemy, in 
ſpight of the Fire of the whole firſt Line of 


the French Arty. At Sheriffmutr they put 


to flight whole Squadions of their Oppo- 
nents, At Dettirgen they broke the Gens 
d' Armes of France: And at the Battle of 
L.evelt they not only cut Marſhal Tallard's 
Regiment of Horte in pieces, and put two 
other Regiments to Flight, but likewiſe con- 
tributed much to fecure the Retreat of the 
Allied Army. The Officers at this Time 
were trained up under the Earl of Crawford ; 


a Nobleman, who, out of Thirſt aftec Mili. 


lay Gy; and in _ of Knowledge in 


the 
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the Art of War, ſerved as a Volunteer in the 


beſt appointed Armirs in Europe, and now 


they are commanded by a Gentleman of 
diſtinguiſhed Metit, and endowed with every 
Virtue, poſſeſſing the moſt refined Polite- 
neſs, the moſt engaging Beha: iou-; and, 
what 1s more than all, he is a brave and an 
honeſt Man. 

It the Accuſers of Lord George Sackville 
ſuſpect that he acted out of national Reſent- 
ment toward the People of Ireland on ac- 
count of ſome publick Diſputes or private 
Quarrels, which happened while the Duke 
ot Dorſet was Lord Lieutenant in that 
Kingdom, I ſhall only ſay, that Lord George 
poſſeſſes too good Senſe to act in ſuch a 
Manner, when called upon to ſerve his 
Country. And fince his moſt ſanguine 


Enemies cannot refuſe him to be a Man of 


Abilities, ſo I would not have any Perſon 
raiſe the remoteſt Suſpicion of ſo abſurd and 
unaccountable a Conduct, The fame may 
be ſaid of the Regiment of Greys, many 
of whoſe Officers dwell in the Neighbour- 
hood of Sevencaꝶs in Kent, near the Duke 
of Dorfet's Seat, and live in the greateſt 
Harmony with all his Grace's Family. 
Malice itfelf cannot charge Lord George 
with bearing any Ill-will toward the Enz/z/h 
Regiments; nor even to thoſe of Hannover, 
whoſe Reputation has hitherto been ſup- 
1 C 2 ported: 
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ported: His Lordſhip could not poſſibly en- 
tertain any Rarcour toward them, as they 
are the national Troops of his own Sovereign, 
who, by Proxy, ſtood Godfather to him, 
ard who has conferred ſo many and ſuch 
ſingular Favours on the ſeveral Branches of the 
Family of Dorſet, as if theſe had been the 
ſole Objects of all his Affection and Love. 

But can any Perſon be of Opinion, that 
the Hannoverian General who commanded 
the Cavalry of the Electorate on the Right 
Wing would have preferred the Orders of 
Lord George Sackville to thoſe of Prince. Fer- 
dinand? Had an Aid de Camp come from 
the latter, the whole Hannoverians on that 
Wing would, without Regard to his Lordſhip, 
have obeyed the Commands of their Leader, 
and detached themſelves from the Wing un- 
der Lord George: Both Officers and Men 
were ſenſible of the Devaſtation committed 
by the French for the two preceeding Years 
in the States of Hannover; their Wives and 
Davghters had been abuſed by theſe Sons of 
Violence, and their young Men had been 
tampered with to commit the fouleſt and 
moſt deteſtable Crimes. They were not 
inſenſible of the Haveck and Deſolation in- 
tended againſt their Country for finiſhing the 
Cruelties begun by the Duke of Richlieu, 
and interrupted for a Time by the Reireat of 
the Prince of Clermont: Add to all this they 
were fired with a Zeal to maintain the 
SS Character 
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Character they had acquired. For the Han- 
noverian Cavalry gained immortal Honour 
at raiſing the Siege of Vienna, Anno 1683, 
eing on the Right Wing of the Chriſtian 
Army, which broke into the Turkiſh Lines, 
under King Jobn Sobieſei: At Oudenarde, 
his reigning Majeſty King George headed 
them, and had a Horſe ſhot under him. In 
a Word, the Hannoverian Regiments behaved 
extreamly well in all the Engagements where 
they were preſent under the Duke of Marl- 
borough; and their Intrepidity and Courage 
were very conſpicuous during the laſt War. 
From all which Conſiderations its highly 
probable that neither the Inniſtilling Dra- 
goons, the Scots Greys, nor any Regiment 
on the Britiſb Eſtabliſhment, and tar leſs 
the Hannoverian Cavalry, who in a manne 
fought pro arts & focit, would have been re- 
ſtrained from the Action by Lord George 
Sackville, provided Prince Ferdinand had 
ſent them Orders to advance. Sure I am, if 
they had diſobeyed the firſt, they certainly 
would not have ſtood eaſy at the ſecond 
Command; either Prince Ferdinand by his 
Order, or they themſelves, would have 
ſecured him, and put him under an, Arreſt. 
It is well known, that Lord George Sack- 
ville, during the preſent Campaign, has al- 
ways endeavoured to preſerve the ſtricteſt 
Diſcipline among his own Troops, and to 
promote Harmony and Good-will between 


them 


„ 
them and the Hannoverians, never ceaſing 
*when Occaſion requires to inform them that 
they were engaged in the ſame Cauſe, were of 
the ſame Religion, and Subjects of the ſame 
Sovereign. At the different Councils of War 
he ſpoke with Candour, but always gene- 
rouſly ſubmit'ed to the Judgment of Prince 
Ferdinand, as being beſt acquainted with the 
Country; and by his well-timed Junction he 
reſtored the Affairs of Prince Ferdinand after 
the Battle of Bergen. On the Evening be- 
fore the Battle, Lord George gave it as his 
Opinion, that they ought to wait for the 
French in the Camp of Peterſbagen, but 
yielded to the Arguments of Prince Ferdi- 
nand for marching Southward to Hille, in 
erder to decoy the Enemy into an Engage- 

ment. | 1 
Daring the Time of the Action his Lord- 
ſhip fhewed no Signs of Fear, but retained 
the Chuntenance of a Soldier, the Bravery of a 
Warrieur, and the Serenity of a General Oth- 


cer. The whole of his Conduct in the Time 


of Action was regular and uniform, an by 
keeping the Station afſigned him, he con- 
tributed fo far to the Victory, as to over-awe 
the Enemy from ciofling the Warta, and 
other Rivulets which run into the large 
Moraſs, in order to attack the Allies in Flank, 
He could not have given more Aſſiſtance 
than he did conſidering the Nature of the 
Ground ; and fo far was he from dil. beying 


the 
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the Orders of Prince Ferdinand till he re- 
ceived one in Writing, that upon the firſt 
Command from the Aid de Camp, he put his 
Men in Motion to fetch a Compaſs round 
the Vioraſs ; he begun the March in excel- 
lept Order, and continued advancing till re- 
called by Prince Ferdinand, who was ap- 
priſed that the French had an Ambuſh in 
theſe Places, 

He ſhewed no Signs of Difoleaſors after 
the Action, except for being recalled from 
the Rout he was taking; and underſtanding, 
the Matter, his Uneaſineſs dropped into Com- , 
poſure. Nor was he averſe to a Purſuit, in 
which as many were occupied as Order, Dic. 
cipline, and the Nature of the Ground would 
admit of. 

In whatever Light we cooddes bis Conduct, 
we cannot with any Propriety condemn bim 
for Mutiny, ſince the Fact of refuſing to, 
obey Orders is abſolutely denied, and Proba- 
bility ſpeaks on Behalt of the traduced No- 
bleman. Neither can we fix upon him the 
Crime of Dilaff. tion, ſince he and his Fa- 
mily lay under ſuch great and numerous Ob- 
ligations to the beſt and mildeſt of Kings : 
Nor can we fix upon him the Charge ot-. 
Cowardice, he being inured to War, and 
hardened in the Field of Danger; whoſe 
frequent Phraſe was 
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Vulce & decornm eſt pro pdtria mori, 


Mors & fugacem perſequitur virum, 
Nec parcit imbellis puvente 
Poplitibus ti midoque tergo, 


Tt is ſcarce poſſible to ſuſpect him guilty 
of Corruption, fince the Places he enjoyed 
in Britain were equally lucrative as any he 
could have in the Armies of France; and 
that his Father and the whole Family of 
Sackwille was dandled upon the Knees of the 


Government. But what Pique could exiſt 


between Prince Ferdinand and him ? If any : 
Tt was far from being prudent in his High- 
neſs to truſt a Man who was at Variance 
with him, and harboured a Pique againſt 
him ; nor does it add to the Prince's Cha- 
rater to commit Twenty-four Squadrons on 
the Right Wing of the Army, to an Officer 
who always oppoſed his Schemes. 
It is true his Highneſs does not particularly 
name Lord George Sackvuill in the Catalogue 
of Officers whom he honoured with his Ap- 
plauſe for their Conduct: But what then: 
Tho' he does not condemn him for Inactivity 


in attacking or purſuing the Enemy, yet he 


does not diſapprove of the Steps he purſued 
in keeping his Station with an entire Column 
ready to break in wherever there ſhould be 
Occaſion. In many Battles beſides that of 
Thornhauſ'n the Cavaltry ſtood unactive, as 


at Fontency. 
The 
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The Defence uſed by a moſt innocent 
Perſon at the Barr of the Roman Gover- 
nor, is highly applicable to the Caſe before us: 
They cannot prove the Things whereof they de- 
cuſe me: And I am fully perſwaded that up- 
on an impartial Enquiry Lord George Sackuille 
will 7 in Colours extreamly agreeable to 
every Engliſhman: For during the Time of 
his being joined in Command with Prince 
Ferdinand he maintained the Honour of a 
Britiſh General, he aſſiduouſly ſtudied the 
German Language, and with an unparrelled 
Vivacity traverſed the different Parts of the 
Country where Actions had been, or where 
any were apprehended, No Man ſupported 
the Elegance of his Character with a better 
Decorum ; his Table was repleniſhed with 
wh-leſome Food, fit for Soldiers to digeſt ; 
and every Day was ſurrounded with Britiſt 
Officers, and the broken Victuals were diſtri- 
buted among the private Men. 

Had the Table of Lord George Sackville 
been equally free to all, as it was to the Britons, 
no Letter in Hieroglyphic Characters from a 
Noble Duke had appeared againſt him; nor 
would his Grace have been made to congra- 
tulate his Lordſhip on the Rule he took to 
| ſecond the moſt deſt ructive Schemes in Op- 

poſition to Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration. 

No Room would have been left for charg- 
ing Lord George with Diſaffecttion, Mutiny, 
Cowardice and Pique, and tho the Proofs 

Mm advanced 
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Intrepi dity. Freighted with a Magnanimity 


(33). 
advanced in Support of the Accuſa'i ion, owed 
their Strength more to the Ingenuity of the 
Writer than to the Juſtice of the Cauſe he 
maintained, yet they were ſufficient to in- 


flame the Minds of the Populace, 


The ſame Thing may be obierved cf ano- 


ther elaborate Performance, charging the 


Britiſh Commander with Accufatio:'s of 
the ſame Kind but ſupported by no better 
Evidence than Fiction and Clamour. 
Had Lord George Sackville been an Enemy 
to the Cauſe in which he was concerned, he 
would not have ſuffered the Britiſb Infantry 
to engage without being at their Head; had 
he been a Coward, he might eaſily bave rode | 
off with the Cavalry under his Command ; 


| had he been raſh and obſtinate, he would 
Have doubled the Moraſs at any Event, and 


without any Cauſe have riſqued the Whole, 


to the Loſs of the Viltory. 


He received from Prince Ferdinand's own 


Mouth the moſt poſitive Orders to keep his 
Station on the Right, as the moſt proper 


Place to ftand in; and theſe he punctually 


obeyed. It was the ſame Thing to his Lord- 


ſhip to attack or to purſue, to advance upon 
the Enemy, or to wait their coming upon 


him: He was too much of a Soldier not to 


be ſenſible that frequently more Men fell in 
Flight than in the Engagement ; and with 
him the Leve of Life never took Place of 


only 


= 


| (19) 
only peculiar to noble Souls he ſubmitted ts 
the Orders of a Prince who was in the Pay 
of that Crown whom he immediately ſerved, 
and whoſe Luſtre his noble Anceſtors have 
ſo frequently contributed to brighten. It was 
agreed between the Prince and him that he 
| was not to move from his Station, unleſs to 
meet that Corps which M. Contades was ex- 
cted to ſend down upon him: But when 
the/Rout of the Enemy began, an Aid de 
Camp arrived with Orders for him to advance 
with one half of the Column; and while the 
Words were in his Mouth, another came u 
with an Order to advance with the Whole : 
Nich of you, Gentlemen, ſaid Lord George, 
came laſt from Prince Ferdinand? Their An- 
ſwer not being ſatisfactory, his Lordſhip 
clapped Spurs to his Horſe, and flying at a 
tull Stretch, he was in five Minutes up with 
the Prince, who inſtantly directed him to 
march the Whole as near the Moraſs as poſ- 
fible, to prevent tbe Flight of the Enemy 
on that Quarter, This being ſettled, the 
Britiſh General galloped back at the ſame 
fall Speed, and executed the Commands of 
his Highneſs, and added to the Tide of Con- 
ſternation and Horror, which now over- 
whelmed the Forces of the Enemy, Such 
of them as were flying off upon the Right 
ſtopped ſhort on, ſeeing the Cavalry under 
Lord George; they fled into the Paſs, where 
they were overtaken by Volleys of Grape- 
. D 2 Shot 
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(6) 
Shot from à Battery of Thirty Guns, taifed 
by the Count 45 Bukebourg, Many of them 


threw themſelves into the Moraſs and were 


iuffocated; few reached the other Side; and 
Numbers 'were ſhot in the Water, while 
ſtruggling to get through. This Motion of 
Lord George was the Cauſe of taking ſo ma- 
ny Pri oners; for the Vanquiſhed being bem- 
med in on every Side, laid down their Arms, 


and in Battalions ſubmitted to' the Cons 


querour. This will appear upon Enquiry. 
However dubious the Expreſſion uſed by 


his Highneſs, „That the Victory would 
„ have been more com pleat and brilliant 


« had the Marquis of Granby headed the 
** Cavalry”, yet every Man of Humanity 
will rather conſtrue it to be a Compliment to 
the Marquis than a Reflection upon the C3n- 
duct of Lord George Sackville, eſpecially 
when it is conſidered, that theſe two Com- 


rangers were on the different Wings of the 


my. ä 

It; is cfervale that ſince the Uſe of Fite- 
Arms leſs Blood has been ſhed ar a Battle 
than before theſe were invented: The Rea- 
fon is plain; the Firclocks and Accontrements 
of thr Soldiers retard their Swiftneſs to fol- 
low, nor is it advitcable to purſae too far af- 
ter an Enemy, accuſtomed to the Feints and 


Stratagems of War, who have given Way. 
Perhaps the re have not been three more com- 
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( 21) 
pleat Vidheries than g at Minden fince the 
Invention of Fire-Arms, _ ; 

In-my humble Opinion Prince Fan 
has no Reaſon to complain of any Defect 
either in the Brilliancy or Fullueſs of the 


Conquelt : The Frenc Squadrons were als 
moſt cut in Pieces. the Gens de Armes * 


in a manner ruined; the beſt Effects flow 
from a Plan the moſt wiſely concerted, a 

the moſt ſteadily purſued. Every S100 ag n. 
ſtance concurted to favour the e lhe 
tentions of Men who fought for their All: 
The French were caught in their own Snares, 
and he who had fo frequently extricated him- 
ſelf from inſurmountable. Difculties, - was 
enticed, by the ſuperior. Addreſs of a young 
Hero, between two Moraſſes, where he could 
nut extend his Lines, and where Shruhs and 
Thickets of Wood 3 him from tra- 
cing out the various Diſpoſitions formed 
againſt him: The Conſequences of the Vic- 
tory were the moſt extenſive , Weſtphalia and 
Hannover are free; the Langraviate of Heſſe 
breaths after the moſt terrible Convulſions, 
and the exulting Enemy is driven from the 
Meſer to ſeek Shelter on the Gallic Side of 
the Rhine. 

Let the Marfhal Contades fend a Memorial 
to the Court of France, complaining of the 
Duke of Broglio, for the Diſpoſition he made 
and for bringing -on a Battle which termi- 
nated ſo — for the Glory and Intereſt of 


Lewis 


„ 
Lewis XV. Let the Duke of Broglio an- 
ſwer the Marſhal by a Counter-Memorial, 
charging him as the Cauſe of the Diſaſter, 
for not ſending a Body of Kh to attack 
the right Wing of the Allies in Flank, which 
nothing but the Situation of Lord George 
Sackville could have prevented; the French 
arc the Loſers, and mult be allowed to com- 
plain; they ac chagrined at their Diſap- 
piintment, and it is natural that they ſhould 
gre Vent to the Pangs of Rage, of Horrour, 
and of Shame; in which the Court, the City, 
the Provinces and Armies of France are over- 
whelmed. On the contrary, the People of 
Great Britain have Cauſe to rejoice that one 
Line of their Infantry did by the Confeſſion 
of their very Enemies break three Lines of; 
the beſt appointed Cavalry, and that the 
French Troops hitherto given out to be in- 
vincible, have been totally routed upon the 
Plains of Minden in Weſtphalia, 


